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Teacher Interview Guide
I. Introduction

Please give me your first name, grade level(s) and subject(s) taught, tenure, and a brief description of your experience using technology. 

(Note that we will not use your names in anything we write.)

II.  School Teaching Culture

1. How do teaching and learning in your classroom, and in the school more generally, compare with teaching and learning in other schools in the division? 
2. How would you describe the sense of community you and other teachers have in your department? 

3. Describe the leadership style of leaders (department head and principal) and the degree of input teachers have in governance and school policy. 

III. Teaching with Technology

4. Did you use technology in your teaching before the implementation of the initiative?  If so, what and/or how?

5. What changes have you seen in teaching since the introduction of laptops? (probe on the topics below as necessary)

a) curricula and/or organization of the content 

b) time in class 

c) standards and assessment practices changed
d) teaching practices
e) professional relationships and collaboration among teachers 

f) roles or relationships of teachers and students 

g) level of input or influence on school decisions changed
h) organization of the school?

6. What kinds of activities do you and your students engage in with your iBooks?  (Probe on the topics below)

a) Are there certain lessons that are more conducive to laptop use? 
b) How do you find and choose the materials to use with the laptops?

c) Do you get or share ideas and resources with other teachers?  How does that usually happen?
7. What kinds of software and hardware resources have you used with the laptops?  How often do you use the programs or tools?  

8. How well do these programs fit in with the curriculum?  How do you determine which programs to use and when?

9. Who trains you in using the software or tools?  Is the training ongoing?  Adequate?

10. How well is the software linked to standardized tests?
11. Has using laptops changed the kinds of collaboration students engage in?  How often do students work in groups (not including sharing a laptop when someone’s breaks down)?

12. How is your classroom different from other classrooms in the school?

IV. Implementation Facilitators and Challenges?

13. What are some of the facilitating factors that have helped you and your students use the laptops?  

14. What are some of the factors that make it hard to use laptops in mathematics and science courses?

V.  Benefits/Costs

15.  What are the benefits or unique contributions of the laptops for students and teachers of math and science at this school?

16. What are the costs of the initiative? What has been sacrificed for it?  Is it worth it?

17. How have the laptops affected the connections between the home/community and the school?  

18. What do you think about the controversy over the laptop initiative?  Do you think the program should continue?  What does the parent body think?

VI. Wrap-up

Is there anything else you would like to tell me about using laptops in 
your school that we haven’t covered already?

